
 
 
 
 
 

Hartsville Middle School 
Rising 7th Grade  Honors - Summer Reading 

 
Dear Student, 

 
As you enjoy your summer break, also enjoy a good book.  The information below outlines the summer 
reading requirements for 7th Grade Honors English. 
 
Requirements 

● You will choose to read one of the following novels listed below.  The novel will be assessed during the first 
week of school and count as a quiz grade.  

● You will complete one assignment for the novel you read.  The assignment will be turned in on the first day of 
school and will count as a test grade.  See assignment choices at the end of the document. 

 
How to Get Books 

● Students may check-out some of the book titles from HMS during iPad drop-off  while supplies last (Time TBA). 
The books will be returned after the quiz during the first week of school.  

● Students may also order books from The Nook on Carolina Avenue, Amazon, or Barnes and Noble. 
● Students may check-out books from the Hartsville Memorial Library. 

 
Book Choices 

o The Devils’ Arithmetic by Jane Yolen 
▪ Hannah thinks tonight’s Passover Seder will be the same as always. But this year she will be 

mysteriously transported into the past. Only she knows the horrors that await. 
 

o Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers 
▪ The Scorpions are a gun-toting Harlem gang, and Jamal Hicks is about to become tragically 

involved with them in this authentic tale of the sacrifice of innocence and the struggle to steer 
clear of violence. This Newbery Honor Book will challenge young men to consider their own 
decisions as they come of age in a complex and often frustrating society. 
 

o Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis 
▪ It’s 1936, in Flint Michigan. Times may be hard, and ten-year-old Bud may be a motherless boy 

on the run, but Bud’s got a few things going for him: 
1. He has his own suitcase full of special things. 
2. He’s the author of Bud Caldwell’s Rules and Things for Having a Funner Life and Making a 
Better Liar Out of Yourself. 
3. His momma never told him who his father was, but she left a clue: flyers advertising Herman 
E. Calloway and his famous band, the Dusky Devastators of the Depression!!!!!! 
Bud’s got an idea that those flyers will lead him to his father. Once he decides to hit the road to 
find this mystery man, nothing can stop him—not hunger, not fear, not vampires, not even 
Herman E. Calloway himself. 

 
o Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech 

▪ As Sal entertains her grandparents with Phoebe's outrageous story, her own story begins to unfold 
— the story of a thirteen-year-old girl whose only wish is to be reunited with her missing mother. 
In her own award-winning style, Sharon Creech intricately weaves together two tales, one funny, 



one bittersweet, to create a heartwarming, compelling, and utterly moving story of love, loss, and 
the complexity of human emotion. 
 

o Code Orange by Caroline B. Cooney 
▪ Walking around New York City was what Mitty Blake did best. He loved the city, and even after 

9/11, he always felt safe. Mitty was a carefree guy: he didn't worry about terrorists or blackouts or 
grades or anything, which is why he was late getting started on his Advanced Bio report. Mitty 
does feel a little pressure to hand something in if he doesn't, he'll be switched out of Advanced 
Bio, which would be unfortunate since Olivia's in Advanced Bio. So he considers it good luck 
when he finds some old medical books in his family's weekend house that focus on something he 
could write about. But when he discovers an old envelope with two scabs in one of the books, the 
report is no longer about the grades: it's about life and death. His own.This edge-of-your-seat 
thriller will leave you breathless. 
 

o The Giver by Lois Lowery  
▪ Twelve-year-old Jonas lives in a seemingly ideal world. Not until he is given his life assignment 

as the Receiver does he begin to understand the dark secrets behind this fragile community. 
 

o The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis (A classic in children's literature) 
▪ Lucy is the first to find the secret of the wardrobe in the professor's mysterious old house. At first 

her brothers and sister don't believe her when she tells of her visit to the land of Narnia. But soon 
Edmund, then Peter and Susan step through the wardrobe themselves. In Narnia they find a 
country buried under the evil enchantment of the White Witch. When they meet the Lion Aslan, 
they realize they've been called to a great adventure and bravely join the battle to free Narnia 
from the Witch's sinister spell. 

 
 
 
Book Assignment Choices - Choose ONE 

 

Choice #1 

Create a Children’s Book Based on Your Novel 

Include 

● A Title page with the title of the book, the author’s name, and your name as illustrator and editor 

(5 points) 

● A minimum of 15 pages retelling the story in terms appropriate for a child in 1st or 2nd grade. 

Each page must have (5 points per page) 
○ Typed text retelling the story in simplified terms 

○ Illustrations that are relatable to the story (drawn, digitally copied, or cut from 

magazines) 

● The last page with (20 points) 
○ one paragraph that states a theme of the story and cites evidence from the story to 

support the theme.  

○ one paragraph explaining how the setting impacts the characters or the conflict 

 

 

Exceeds  Meets  Approaches  Developing  Not Met 

● Title Page 

with all 

required 

components 

● Title page 

with all 

required 

components 

● Title page 

with all 

required 

components 

● Title page 

with all 

required 

components 

● No title 

page 

● Less than 6 

pages for 



● a minimum 

of 15 pages 

retelling 

the story in 

a child’s 

terms - 

following all 

the 

guidelines 

listed 

above 

● Illustrations 

on 15 

pages 

● Stated 

theme with 

a paragraph 

citing 2 

examples 

of clear 

evidence 

from the 

text to 

support the 

theme 

● a paragraph 

explaining 

the impact 

of the 

setting on 

characters 

and the 

conflict 

● a minimum 

of 12 pages 

retelling 

the story in 

a child’s 

terms - 

following all 

the 

guidelines 

listed 

above 

● Illustrations 

on a 

minimum of 

12 pages 

● Theme 

stated with 

one 

example of 

evidence 

from the 

text 

● setting 

stated with 

an 

explanation 

about the 

impact of 

setting on 

either the 

character 

or the 

conflict 

● a minimum 

of 8 pages 

retelling 

the story in 

a child’s 

terms - 

following all 

the 

guidelines 

listed above 

● Illustrations 

on a 

minimum of 

8 pages 

● Theme 

stated with 

no examples 

of evidence 

from the 

text 

● setting 

stated with 

no 

explanation 

about the 

impact of 

setting on 

either the 

character 

or the 

conflict 

● a minimum 

of 6 pages 

retelling 

the story in 

a child’s 

terms - 

following all 

the 

guidelines 

listed 

above 

● Illustrations 

on a 

minimum of 

6 pages 

 

Only one of the 

items below 

completed: 

● Theme 

stated with 

no 

examples 

of evidence 

from the 

text 

● setting 

stated with 

no 

explanation 

about the 

impact of 

setting on 

either the 

character 

or the 

conflict 

story and 

illustrations 

● No theme 

or setting 

given 

 

Choice #2 

Create a digital presentation using a platform such as Google Slides, PowerPoint, Prezi, etc. 

Include (Each slide is worth 10 points) 

● Title slide with title and author of the book, your name, and an illustration   

● Slide 1 - Setting  

○ Description of the setting 

○ Picture that represents the setting 

○ Explanation of how the setting impacted the character(s) or the conflict 

● Slide 2 - Main Character(s) (This may take more than one slide) 

○ Character’s name 

○ Picture representing the character 

○ Explanation of the character’s role in the story 

● Slide 3 - Supporting Character #1 

○ Character’s name 



○  Picture representing the character 

○ Explanation of the character’s role in the story 

● Slide 4 - Supporting Character #2 

○ Character’s name 

○ Picture representing the character 

○ Explanation of the character’s role in the story 

● Slide 5 - Conflict 

○ Describe an important conflict 

○ Picture representing the conflict 

○ Explain how the conflict impacted the characters 

● Slide 6 - Theme 

○ State a theme of the novel 

○ Cite 3 pieces of evidence from the novel to support the theme 

● Slide 7 - Lovely Language #1 

○ Choose a phrase or sentence that was uniquely written 

○ Explain how the phrase impacted the text and you as the reader 

(Example: from A Wrinkle in Time” “Life with its rules, its obligations its freedoms is like a  

sonnet: you’re given the form but you have to write the sonnet yourself.”  This phrase  

provides insight into Meg’s character and strength as she realizes that it is up to  

her to determine the direction her life will take.  The obstacles she faces as she  

attempts to rescue her father will make her or break her.  I will also face challenges in 

life.  My attitude in how I face these challenges will be important in determining the adult 

I will become.) 

● Slide 8 - Lovely Language #2 

○ Choose a phrase or sentence that was uniquely written 

○ Explain how the phrase impacted the text and you as the reader 

● Slide 9 - Critique of novel 

○ Explain why you did or did not enjoy this novel - Be specific -  

 

 

Exceeds  Meets  Approaches  Developing  Not Met 

● Presentation 

in a digital 

format 

● Title page 

with all 

required 

components 

● All nine 

content 

slides with 

all required 

components 

(see above 

guidelines) 

● Presentation 

in a digital 

format 

● Title page 

with all 

required 

components 

● At least 8 

content 

slides with 

all required 

components 

(see above 

guidelines) 

OR all 9 

slides with 

no more 

than 2 

missing 

components 

● Presentation 

in a digital 

format 

● Title page 

with all 

required 

components 

● At least 7 

content 

slides with 

all required 

components 

(see above 

guidelines) 

OR 8 slides 

with no 

more than 

2 missing 

components  

● Presentation 

in a digital 

format 

● Title page 

with all 

required 

components 

● At least 6 

slides with 

all required 

components 

(see above 

guidelines) 

OR 7 slides 

with no 

more than 

3 missing 

components 

● 5 or Less 

slides  

● or More 

than 7 

missing 

components 



 

 
 
For questions or assistance, contact jacquoline.coker@darlington.k12.sc.us or miranda.broach@darlington.k12.sc.us  

mailto:jacquoline.coker@darlington.k12.sc.us
mailto:miranda.broach@darlington.k12.sc.us

